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INTRODUCTION TO

The parish of
Chawleigh

hawleigh iz approximately midway between
Txeter and Barnstaple lying cn the hills above
the Taw Valley.

The fiest wrilten secords of Chawleigh appeared in the
DComesday ook when mention was made of
‘Calveless', meaning “calves’ clearing’. This link
between calves and cattle generally was retained over
the centuries, with the twice yearly cattle fairs, This
once important feature of village life has long since
disappeared.

The econnmy of the village has always been
dominated bv farming. During the 15th century
Chawlaigh was one of iy village horoughs in
Diavan - an indication of confidence and wealth. As
weell s farming, other businesses have existed in the
willage inclading dressmakers, a blacksmith, a
shoemaker, a baker and, from the 19805, 2 garage.

Times however wera nol always good, and in
summan with other towns and villages in England in
the 18th ane 19th centuries, villagess would pay a fow
pence a week into a friendly society, or death club, 1o
insure against sickness or loss of o .
Chawleigh's Friendly Society is still in existence leday
andd the annual club day, traditionally celebrated with
a parade of the brass banad followed by Tunch, is today
culebrated by Chawleigh Fair on the first Saturday

in June,

Civeaseigh Schoo! Sicuse

The Friendly Society may well have

proved Lo have been extremely usetul after a
devastating fire struck Chawleigh om 23 August 1869
Adter starting in a piggery owned by Master Tancock,
a carpenter, the fire quickly spread through the
thatehed cottages, Some 21 houses were destroyed
Teaving # people homeless,

A it result of the fire, a large sumber of the original
buildings in Lhe village were destroved. The church,
school and parish hall were fortunately untouched
arud todiay provide @ very attractive centse 1o the
wvillage. It iz thought that a schonl has existed in
Chawlvigh since the mid-17th centary. Tt was eommon
for early schinals 10 be based in the church house with
the parizh clerk acting az teacher. The church buwse
was uswally @ builiding near the church where,
amnngal other things, the church ale was brewed. The
proceeds from the sale uf the church ales were
devated to the upkeep of the church and for the
Lbenefit of the pnor. The school has been housed inits

]'hx_ building had been
onsly wsed for the habi of the paor, which
probably explaing ils close proximity to the church
and therefare the vicar, whe would ne doubt have
rversien the buailiding and ils residents.

current building since 1

Tuday, Chavleigh i a busy community with village
e and bwo pubs. Much of the centre af
llage has besn desigrated a Conservation Area
b Ml Deven District Counul

Ihe two walks included in this leatlet take you
trrongh some v fTysi
the village nf Cha:
wcross the Taw Valley towards Dartmoor and towards
Exrroor,

il 2
Teigh, giving wonderful visws




WALK 1
S MAP REFERENCE - 05 Patnfinder Series
A861/71 1:25000

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE - %4 miles (d.5km)

APPROXIMATE TIME GUIDE - 1%2 hours

STARTING POINT - Chawlaigh Yillage Centre
{readside parking is available)

TYPE OF WALK - Moderate (NB Paths can be very

muddy afier wat wealher)

Walk 1 uses a combinaticn of quiet lanes and field p
willh splendid views of mlling Mid Devon countryside
of Dartmoor Natlonal Park

rts from the centie of Chaswleigh. Befose
s o eaplore the contre of
e hall

The walk
commencing the walk

e villag school, James” Chureh and +i
miake a very atizactive soene at the heart of the village, Take
e road Iulmnrr with the Chilcatt Arms Inn, I.>mwr|v known

25 the Portsmonth Arms Jan, on the comer and follow the
road round to the Left to reach g cobbled area in front of the
schaol and village hall.

5t James’ Church € iz worth visitin,
lychgate and fine rood screen dating. in parts, from the 154
century. The church was theroughly restored in 1874 at a

cost of over £1000, The restoration may well scount tor the
medern appearance of the tower, The gravevard provides a

with its unusual

delightful baskeirop to the church, eipecially in e spring
when all the datfodils and primroses ane in fieer, Opposite
the chwrch and school is the Tubilee Flall 8. This was

zipht by the

originally the Congregational Fall, bt wa:
age hall;

pavish council in the 1920z to serve 2= the AP - WALE 1

To start the walk, reburn bo the main toad and turn Lokt b
follow the posd aut of the village. Immediataly cnyour et
aller tuming iz a shor row of terreced howses. One of the
hiouzez, knenwn 23 The Square’ @, thes site of an
Lnteresling discovery in the 1970 when, during e couzse of
some renovation work, a hidden E
theary is hat following a ]
sernaing of bara cottages were i
sa deing, the staitease of ane of the u-ll.qhes wag Dlocked o
Tt 35 thaught that the staircase could be 300 400 yeazs old.

A5 wou Teach the edge of the villape leok foz a signpost on
wour right - * et of @ house called "Greeniwvays’. Go
thremagh a Fate and keeping close Lo he lelthand side walk
straignt nhmd o reach a stile in the comer. Cross (e stile
and walk bes e right b reach a gate in the
carrar, G t‘hmu;,h gate and again diagenally to vour
Tight eross anothes feld ke a gate.

e fieleds are full of wild dowers -
Battercups, ¢ wd sorzell - and butlerdlies. Walk
alomngside the hedienrs o pour right to e comer of the
fivld ta inutor a Lane b weaw of a gate.

In the summer th

Croms the nest field making for the top right-hard correr. Go
thresgh agate and condinue diagonally aczoss the centre of
the field, Go through anofher gate and tues imedialels feil,
hard hedge. You may be able Lo catch.

sight of some red deer grazing in his area.

Caor through the gate e your Jedl and

wtls downhill bo reach @ slream

Cross thiz Jane Lo join a teack ahead. Follow this quict track,
pausing az it beads dght 1o admire the spectacalar views
acress he Mid Devon countrvside b the hills and tors of
Dartmoor. As with Walk 2 there arc fine views of
Cosdun (Cawsand) Hill € and High Willhayes @
(B2l A8 L) the highesl point on Dartmeor,

2 o v eight, Crioss |
linue up Use hill kut-rnr.h
w b the hiedge. A it the hill,
o throsgh he zale Lo joi
t antinue up e

o fullue o p.\lh on \ouI lel. Aller
 walk up the Bl Kesping lo
misker for 3 gap in the hadge.

o starting paint.



WALK 2
Q35 MAP REFERENCE - OS5 Pathfindar Series
S861T1 1:25000

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE - 244 miles (d.5km)

APPROXIMATE TIME GUIDE - 1%z hours

STARTING POINT - Chawleigh Village Centre

[roaside parking is available)

TYPE OF WALK - Moderate (NE Paths can be very| |

muddy after wet weather)

wWalk 2 follows a roule aleag gulel country toads and 2
fields Laking in outstanding views of the surmounding
countryside, including the tvro Mational Parks of Dertmoor
and Esimoor,

The walk starts in the village centre, Set off al
street in a northerly direction tewards Chulm
Hollowrtree Cross take the righthand fork and w 1k along
countey tond for approximately 1/4 he vitlags of
Chulmleigh @ can beseen ciin-nlv ahcad. Turn left on o a
short track which will lead v 1 field. Eeeping to the
righthand side walk along, o the field, through a
gate and ot on b ap this field, take

Exmear behind you. In late summer the
hills Bosome a gurple hie as the heather
blooms.

Cross the road and e hrugh a gate o
the righthand sid

e
rorer. In fron t
she bers of
ill

of you there are fine
Dartmneor, In partic:
I see Lhe senooth roun.
Cosdun (Cawsand) il
to wor vight, th

Eughest point on Dartrraor.

Eallow the Jefihand hedge divent
taking, time ko admire thee o
and stream az it rons dewn :n{‘ 3
River Taw. In April and May, the bright
wellonws of the peorse in bloam can ke quike
stunning. Belund vou iz a lacge house
which for a while served as e village

daisi to the Biver Taw

rectory €. 153 nive o private school. Follow Lhe path

ate and caver s stile. Follow the path around the
thee spring are swieownded by daffodils, You
s buseardy tlving above Lthe valley,

phen s sty elimts uphill; keep o the tight-hand
ik yonr rmay be able to hear the trains
9 Detwien Exvter and

alley through
try made J’am.msh_\- He:u}- Williamson™s stary
e joined at

shonld Te able o see the
Eggesford Howse was buill in
It was zold in 1914 and

air and general decay.
thiz enoe fine mansion. ILis
hinsisted that whea the
shinnld reservie the sight
corvenience of himsell
o bedh sades with

 a gate, g through and walk across bwo Gelds,
3 i hetwern 4 im. hed greraw and treas, An old Devan
Tanks formed the edge of this small copse of trees. [Ewas
omee much higher and stratehed 1o
the top of the hill. Many of
?i’m trees are caks up lo
20} years old. The
hedgarows are full
of wildflowers in
spring and
summmer,
Butterflies such

G through the
At at tha top
af the kill and
then straight
aheast nnﬁ‘-ﬁ thie
field to reach a
1oad via a stile.
I 35 a quieet lane with pood views of the rolling
oy \rplul af Mid Devoa. Turm Jeft, On ceaching

5 mhmrt Iroms, kr the lefthand ferk and continue along

2 mile. At the roed jureton turn Jeft
Lever thar monad Back inbe fhe il lage Lo relum o your
s.mrngpm 1.
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